
Dear Dr, 

I am writing to you to express my concerns about how the new NHS Long Term Plan may threaten the health of 

myself, my friends and my family.  In particular, I am concerned about how this Long- Term Plan will threaten 

Primary Care. 

I understand that GPs have been sent promotional material about Integrated Care Systems that claim these systems 

will ‘provide the most value for patients out of every pound of taxpayer’s investment’.   This is a misleading claim 

that totally misrepresents the reality. That reality I fear will be more cuts, more closures, the loss of 30m outpatient 

appointments from hospitals, the down-skilling of the medical workforce, the destruction of the patient-doctor 

relationship and a big leap towards the complete privatisation of our healthcare service. 

Our Government seems to be steamrollering in the privatisation of the NHS that we all own, with a complete 

disregard for the views of both the general public and clinicians.  I understand that your union, the BMA, has been 

complicit with the Government in providing you with these misleading promotions.  Our Government has also 

prevented parliament from having a say by using secondary legislation to force through these changes. 

Our CCG will be required to offer you a Directed Enhanced Service and if you choose to avail yourself of it you will be 

required to sign up to Primary Care Networks (PCN) by the 15th May 2019.   They are rushing this through before the 

BMA Representatives Meeting so doctors will not have a chance to vote against it. 

Much of the population is completely unaware of the precarious position our NHS is now in.  And, our Government 

appears to be using Brexit simply as a smokescreen behind which they are destroying this vital public service. 

I understand that PCNs will have a minimum of 30-50,000 patients on their list as regardless of whether you decide 

to register or not your patient list will be handed to the local PCN.  Once you are signed up to a PCN you will then be 

contractually bound with the PCN controlling your professional life. 

I feel alarmed by the fact that these PCNs will be seeking to close many local surgeries and open large multi-

speciality hubs serving huge populations.  I feel very concerned that at these hubs I may never see the same person 

twice and may often only see someone who is not a doctor and lacks the training and knowledge of yourself. 

I am even more alarmed to hear that some of the increased funding that is promised to GP surgeries who sign up to 

PCNs will only be delivered as an incentive to stop patients being referred to hospital for treatment regardless of 

clinical need.  I also fear that as our Government is seeking to move hospital services over to these community hubs 

in order to make £30bn of cuts, this will mean that the extra staffing and money you may have been promised will 

not translate into any extra assistance for your practice.  It will simply mean that you lose any autonomy over your 

work as the PCN will dictate what you can and can’t do. 

I value the continuity of care and doctor-patient relationship that I have always been offered through having a 

named GP.  I believe that as you know me, and my medical history and work in the publicly owned NHS I am able to 

trust the practice with my health.   Your extensive training leaves me feeling confident in the care you offer and I see 

the establishing of PCNs as a threat to my health. 

Th idea of Integrated Care Systems and Primary Care Networks are all ideas borrowed from the inefficient, corrupt 

and expensive American healthcare system.  We only need to glance at the American system to know that this is not 

a system that will benefit anyone other than the large private corporations.   

I urge you to not sign up to these primary care networks, and share this letter with as many people as possible.   

Many thanks,  

 


